An elevated value of high mobility group box 1 is a potential marker for poor response to high-dose of intravenous immunoglobulin treatment in patients with Kawasaki syndrome.
We examined the serum values of high mobility group box 1 (HMGB1) in 36 patients with Kawasaki syndrome (KS) (29 responders and 7 poor-responders to initial intravenous immunoglobulin treatment). A mean value of HMGB1 of poor-responders was significantly elevated compared with those of responders (P = 0.0042). Among the 6 factors showing significant differences between responders and poor-responders including HMGB1 (admission illness day, white blood cell counts, C-reactive protein, aspartate aminotransferase, lactate dehydrogenase), values of HMGB1 showed the widest area under the receiver operating characteristic curve. In conclusion, an elevated HMGB1 value could be a potential marker for poor-responders.